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NAME DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL (DPC) 

PRESIDER The Bishop  

NUMBER OF MEMBERS 

1. A priest of the diocese elected by the priests of the Diocese 

2. A member of an institute of consecrated life resident in or 
ministering in the diocese elected by the religious in the 
diocese  

3. Two others chosen by the Bishop from diocesan bodies for their 
diocesan perspective  

4. Maximum of eight (8) others  

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Vicar(s)-General 

Director Mission & Evangelisation 

STANDING INVITEES Chief Governance Officer 

QUORUM 

A quorum shall be:  

a. The nominated presider or their delegate;  

b. Plus at least 50% of the remaining members.  

MINIMUM NUMBER OF 
MEETINGS PER YEAR Four (4) 

SENIOR STAFF ACCOUNTABLE Director Mission & Evangelisation 

SECRETARY 
James Heath, Manager Governance Process 

companysecretary@mn.catholic.org.au 
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Section 1 -  Preamble 
(1) The 1992 Diocesan Synod made Pastoral Councils particular law in the Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle. 

(2) The statutes were revised in 2005 for the Diocesan Synod – Towards the Dawn. 

(3) Bishop Wright in 2018 reestablished the Diocesan Pastoral Council under the name Council for 

Mission and revised the statutes accordingly. 

(4) In 2022 Bishop Wright established the Diocesan Advisory Board. This board also fulfilled the role of 

Diocesan Finance Council and several other civil boards. It was to allow the Diocese to trial the 

concept of one board for all diocesan purposes. 

(5) In 2025, before reestablishing the Diocesan Pastoral Council, Bishop Kennedy reviewed the 

Diocesan governance structure, and the Diocesan Governance Framework was created with the 

Diocesan Pastoral Council to be included in that framework. 

(6) These revised statutes are in response to the creation of that framework. 

Section 2 -  Protocols 
(7) The operations of this Council are to be governed by the Diocese Protocols for all Councils, Boards 

and their Committees.  

(8) It is noted that when the Diocese is without a Bishop this Council will be dissolved in accordance 

with c.  513 §2. 

Section 3 -  Functions  
(9) In every diocese and to the extent that pastoral circumstances suggest it, a pastoral council is to 

be constituted which under the authority of the bishop investigates, considers, and proposes 

practical conclusions about those things which pertain to pastoral works in the diocese (c. 5111). 

(10) As a structure of participation, the DPC assists the Bishop in his role as pastor (AS 164-1652). 

(11) To fulfil this function the DPC has responsibility for: 

a. Diocesan wide consultation in preparation for the Diocesan Pastoral Plan (DPP); 

b. Overseeing the development of the DPP to be proposed to the Diocesan Synod (cf AS 164 

and DPP section 43); 

c. Overseeing the organisation and execution of the Diocesan Synod (AS 166ff, cf SS4); 

d. Guarding the integrity of the DPP adopted by Synod; 

e. Evaluating DPP and its implementation; and 

f. Ensuring annual Diocesan Assemblies are held in each non-synod year. 
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Section 4 -  Standing Committees 
(12) The Council shall establish the following standing Committees to support it under its works 

including the Synodal working party. 

(13) If at any time a standing committee is not established the Council shall bear the responsibility for 

the functions otherwise to be undertaken by the standing committee. 

Section 5 -  Notations 
(14) If there is any inconsistency between the Protocols and this Statute the later applies to the extent 

of the inconsistency. 

Section 6 -  Document Review 
(15) This Statute will be reviewed when there is a legislative change, organisational change, delegations 

change, technology change or at least every 3 years to ensure it continues to be current and 

effective. 

REVISION 
NO. 

PREPARED/REVISED 
BY AND DATE 

AMENDED 
SECTION(S) 

AMENDMENT 
DESCRIPTION 

APPROVED BY 
AND DATE 

     

     

     

 

Section 7 -  Glossary Terms and Definitions 
All terms and definitions must be consistent with the Glossary / Policy Library (catholic.org.au) 

TERM DEFINITION 

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://policies.mn.catholic.org.au/glossary.php
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1 Code of Canon Law, https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/cic_index_en.html 

2 Directory for the Pastroal Ministry of Bishops, 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20040222_apostoloru
m-successores_en.html 

3 Diocesan Pastoral Plan 1992, page 5 
4 Instruction on Diocesan Synods, servatis servandis, 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20041118_diocesan-
synods-1997_en.html 
 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/cic_index_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20040222_apostolorum-successores_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20040222_apostolorum-successores_en.html
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